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Olcay Kuş’s seventh solo exhibition By Walking, can be seen at Art On Istanbul between the 

7th of November and the 5th of December. Moving from Istanbul to Berlin in 2018 and 

continuing his works in a new city and a different environment, the artist treats the exhibition 

as a record of his own transition. 

 

  

Olcay Kuş is an artist whose art practice is based on the urban texture and the rhythm of the 

streets. Therefore, moving from one city to another, relocating, has turned into a process that 

directly effects his works. The works the artist produced during his time in Istanbul 

represented the cities chaos and fast rhythm through the layers and the vivacity of the 

paintings surface. His works that were mainly portraying the political agendas and its 

reflection in the media through an ironic point of view, were staged through the emphasis of 

surfaces created from newspapers, photo transfers, spray paint, stencils and oils.  

 

 

However, in the works the painter composed in Berlin, the paintings are clearly getting 

lighter, extinguishable subjects are disappearing and the dominance of a free and plain 

composition is standing out. The typography which previously could only be read in 

fragments now only appear in scattered letters. The preference of the vividity of color and the 

increase of space in the painting is without a doubt related to the enthusiasm he has found in 

the graffiti and the breathing texture of urban Berlin. The calming of the rhythm of his daily 

life has draged the dynamics that constructed Olcay Kuş’s paintings from a political point of 

view to a more plastic and esthetic state.   

  

 

Olcay Kuş is a painter who completly advances with a duration on the surface of the painting 

and decides the dynamics of the painting as he goes. The transition from the chaos of Istanbul 

to the order of Berlin has also freed the painting from the impressions the chaos has left on the 

painter and so to say has transformed the surface of the painting into a pellicle taken from a 

wall. 

 

  

By Walking presents Olcay Kuş's realizations between two cities and two daily life practices, 

the outputs of a process that he understands and digests on foot. Stating that the exhibition 

emerged as a subconscious comparison of two cities, the artist says about his recent works: “I 

compare and reflect the images I see on the streets and walls, from its architecture to its 

people, to its politics, from its language to its daily life. 

 



  

 

 
 
 
 
Olcay Kuş 
 

Born in 1985 in İzmir, the artist continued his studies in Istanbul for a long time after his 

painting education at Dokuz Eylül University. The artist set out from the dynamics of the 

walls and the metropolitan life, which he finds important in social and anthropological terms 

in his works. He technically handled the aesthetics of the walls, which were formed randomly 

with the influence of time and the contribution of people, and produced paintings, patterns 

and sculptures with materials such as spray paint, oil paint, newspaper paper, stencils. In his 

work, where he occasionally focused on political violence and identity issues, ironic effects 

came to the fore. In his recent works, with the effect of the change in the urban texture, with 

his moving from Istanbul to Berlin, he emphasizes the space, stain and free composition by 

lightening the surface as much as possible. 

 

Lives and works in Berlin. 
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